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According to inf ormation publ ished m the USSR, there la no shortage of 
bromine m the USSR. | | "Somc- Developments in the Field of Soviet 

Chemistry and Chemical Technology,'' states that the Solikamsk potassium de- 
posits are the largest m the vorld and are being utilized on an extensive 
scale, with application of efficient chemical methods. During the period of 
the Stalin Five-Year Plans, a bromine industry was created ir. the USSR which 
fully satisfies the country’s demand for this product, (l) (For a contrary 
viewpoint, see also "Potassium Deposits of the World” by Carl Liesegang in 
Chemlsche Industrie , Vol II, No 8, 1950, p 407.) 

The upper layer of the Solikamsk deposits, which is 80 m thick, consists 
of carnalllte . This carnalllto contains bromine- (2) There is, then, no 
shortage of raw material (m the form of carnalllte and also syivmite) for 
the production of bromine in connection with the production of potassium 
fertilizers and magnesium from the material m quest ion- 

Methods of efficient chlorination of bromides (potassium bromide, sodium 
bromide, and magne slum bromide) and of the isolation of bromine from them have 
occupied the attention c>f USSR invest igators (3) In addition to the Solikamsk 
deposits, there are other sources of raw material in the form of potassium de- 
posits^). Tecnnclogical methods for the utilization of sea water, which forms 
an inexhaustible source of raw material for the production of potassium salts, 
magnesium, and bromine, have been studied m the USSR. (5,6) The waters of salt 
lakes and of Karabugazgol (a bay of the Caspian Sea) are being utilized on a 
very extensive scale as crude material for a branch of the chemical industry 
which applies methods which have been developed in the USSR on the basis of 
work done by Academician N.S Kurnakov and members of his school. (7) 

The production of bromine from salt water found in oil wells nas also been 
considered in the USSR. (6) 
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